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I. Mothers and Others: Lessons from Holy Vocations 

 

If you look at the liturgical calendar in the hymnal, you'll find this to be the 7th Sunday of Easter. 

You won't find it listed as "Mother's Day." It's not found in the list of church holidays anywhere, 

because it isn't a church holiday.  

 

However, that doesn't mean that motherhood isn't important. Motherhood is a vocation, a high and 

holy calling given by God; and there is good reason for all of us to give thanks for our moms 

specifically and moms in general. So important is this office of motherhood that God uses it to bring 

life into the world-and that is an awesome miracle indeed. Sure, fathers play a part in that: we'll 

mention them in a second. But I suggest this morning that motherhood is a vocation that truly 

displays how God created us to be servants to one another. From the moment a child is conceived, a 

mom becomes a servant. She has to alter what she eats and what she drinks for the good of the child 

inside. She has to sacrifice vanity as she gains weight and starts to stretch. Her body is still her body, 

but large parts of it are on loan to the infant for nine months before birth and many months after; and 

the rest of her body suffers pain, fatigue, discomfort, complications and more in service to the child.  

 

That's why motherhood is to be respected. For one thing, it is the means by which the Lord nurtures 

unborn life and newborn life. For another, it is an office that teaches us that God has created us to be 

servants to one another, even when that service means hard work, sacrifice and suffering. 

 

There's another part to motherhood for us to keep in mind: its rewards are often hidden. Children 

don't grow up automatically appreciating their parents, and moms may have to wait a quarter of a 

century of more to hear genuine thanks from the mouth of their kids. That's a pretty long time. 

Furthermore, while moms can joyfully monitor the progress of their kids from day to day, others will 

only remember the public misbehavior and meltdowns. Well-behaved children are seldom 

remembered, and moms will always receive advice from others as to how to raise their kids. 

 

Of course, and this is the nasty part, sometimes the others will be right. Parenting doesn't come with 

a manual, and every child is different from every other. Therefore, parenting is a scary effort to 

figure out what to do, and there's a fair amount of trial and error involved. Living in this sinful 

world, moms will go to bed at night with the understanding that they didn't do everything right and 

that there was always more they could have done. 

 

Let's add one more thing about motherhood: any vocation so high and holy as this one is bound to be 

mocked by the world. And so it is: many mock motherhood as man's way of keeping women 

oppressed and under the thumb. Motherhood is pictured as an obstacle to careers, and as way to 

escape being a valuable member of society. It's cool-and extremely well-paying-to be a nanny and 
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look after somebody else's kids. It's still not particularly chic to be looking after your own. Sadly, 

moms will suffer a lot of misunderstanding for being moms, but bear in mind the reason why: the 

world demeans motherhood because the world always demeans the things of God. If you are scorned 

for being a mother, give thanks that the Lord has entrusted that holy vocation to you. 

 

So we've seized on this opportunity to speak of moms, as this is Mother's Day, after all. However, 

there are a few themes that we can draw out and apply to other vocations, too. They are these:  

 

Your vocations are callings given to you by God. 

Your vocations will involve hard work and sacrifice for the good of others. 

You will never be adequate to fulfill your vocations anywhere near perfectly. 

You will probably face some scorn for living out your vocations as a Christian. 

 

Look at fatherhood, for that is just as holy a vocation. While moms are designed by God especially 

to nurture children even before birth, fathers have the high and holy responsibility of being the head 

of the household, of taking care of the souls of their kids. It's given to them to set a godly example of 

serving, to teach them the Word of God, to instill in them the importance of Christ and His means of 

grace. This also requires time, hard work, and sacrifice; and fathers can be sure that, no matter how 

hard they work at this, there will always be more they could have done. And they can never be 

certain that all they have done is the right thing. Furthermore, if motherhood is scorned by the world 

today, fatherhood isn't particularly esteemed, either. Too often, dads are pictured as useless outsiders 

as soon as conception is done. Much of popular culture is designed on the one hand to lure dads 

away from family time, and on the other hand to imply that fathers aren't really necessary anyway. 

So dads will be tempted to abandon their responsibilities, or left to feel silly for remaining in them. 

 

Look at the vocation of being a child, for this is also a calling given by God. Kids are given the 

responsibility of learning service by obeying their parents; and while you and I know that those few 

chores aren't particularly severe, they look like hard labor to a young one. Properly trained, children 

will know right and wrong, and they will also understand that they never honor their parents as much 

as they are supposed to. Furthermore, there is suffering for the vocation of child, too: sons and 

daughters who seek to honor their parents are going to be mocked by other kids for being law-

abiding citizens. Thanks to original sin, the world makes fun of the things of God from an early age.  

 

So, there you have the ingredients for a family. Each has God-given responsibilities. Each has work 

to do. Each won't do the job perfectly. Each faces some scorn for doing the right thing. There should 

be no desire for anyone to say, "I want my salvation to depend on how good of a mom or dad or kid 

that I am." There should be no question about the need for forgiving and being forgiven. That's life 

in this messy world. 

 

Which brings us, finally, to the epistle for today. If the world will have little use for such practical 

gifts of God like motherhood, fatherhood or childhood, then it will have no use at all for the greatest 

gift of all: forgiveness and salvation in Jesus Christ. 

 

II. Partaking in the Trials of Christ 

 

Jesus was born to Mary with a vocation: as the incarnate Son of God, He had the specific calling 

from His Father to be the Savior of the world. He therefore lived a perfectly sinless life, even as He 

proclaimed the kingdom of God and performed all sorts of miracles. And for offering free salvation 
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and healing all sorts of diseases, how was He rewarded by the world? He was rejected, mocked and 

scorned. He was arrested, condemned, scourged and crucified for being the Savior of the world. God 

used that for good, to deliver you from sin to everlasting life. However, always remember that this is 

how the world treats the Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

And if the world treats Jesus this way, so it will also treat His people. 

 

Thus St. Peter proclaims, 4:12Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to 

try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; 13but rejoice to the extent that you partake 

of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. 14If 

you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests 

upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. 

 

As it is with the vocations God gives you for this life, so it is with the salvation He gives you for 

eternity. As you go about your life as a Christian, you should expect trial and suffering along the 

way. It may be society's generic accusation that you are a bigot for holding fast to the Word of God, 

or that you're intolerant for proclaiming that Jesus is the way to heaven. It may be the awkward 

conversations with family or friends who have different beliefs, who are less than pleased with the 

confession of faith on which you stand. It may Old Adam's whispers of doubt that you must endure 

as your sinful flesh persuades you to question God's promises; or it may be battling teachings that 

were deeply ingrained in your youth. It may be the accusation of some that, if you care about 

doctrine, you must not love people. It may be the silly, man-centered notion that numbers are proof 

of the life of the Church. But if you are one who-by the grace of God-follows Jesus, you can expect 

to be misunderstood, falsely accused, mocked and rejected. As the world treated Jesus, so it will also 

treat you. 

 

And how should you respond? Peter tells you not to be surprised, but be prepared. Furthermore, 

rejoice in the trials you suffer for being a Christian. This is, strange but true, a confirmation that you 

are the Lord's, and that the Lord counts you worthy to suffer for His name. Therefore, declares the 

Lord, do not be ashamed if you suffer for being a Christian. Rather, humble yourself before the 

Lord. Suffering and fiery trial hurt; and during such times, peace is hard to find. Therefore, humble 

yourself and submit to the Lord. Confess to Him your sins and doubts, and give thanks that He 

considers you worthy to suffer for His name. And, adds St. Peter, be on guard and resist the devil, 

because he prowls like a lion to devour you; and he wants to devour you by making you suffer until 

you reject your Savior. 

 

His ploys are many. Perhaps the most obvious is this, that he seeks to make you so miserable that 

you leave the Lord and his gifts behind, to persuade you that the blessings of God are not worth your 

present suffering. This is a most effective torture that he seeks to impose, and be well-warned: your 

sinful flesh will want the pain to stop. It will want you to give up life in the hope that death is easier. 

Or your Old Adam may instead work pride in you, so that you haughtily believe that you don't 

deserve such treatment and need to find a Savior who makes your life easier. Either way, it's the 

devil's goal to get you away from Jesus. 

 

Another trick of the devil is to make you believe that you earn God's favor by how much you suffer-

that when you suffer enough, God will finally love you. One obvious example is the pictures you see 

each Holy Week of people in the Philippines who submit to crucifixion in order to "take part in 

Jesus' sufferings" and earn God's love by doing so. It may not be so blatant a claim in your own 
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mind, but you will be tempted to believe that God must love you more if you must suffer more for 

being His. This is sin, because it says that you are saved in part by your work of suffering, not by 

what Jesus has done. It says that Jesus didn't suffer enough for God to love you fully. In this respect, 

suffering is the devil's attempt to make you trust in yourself, not in Christ. 

 

As long as we speak of Old Adam, we remember Peter's other admonition: 15But let none of you 

suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people's matters. Old Adam will 

tempt you to cheapen forgiveness and believe that you can commit sins and avoid consequence. 

When you sin, the Lord may mercifully allow you to face temporal punishment for your sins. In such 

cases, you will suffer-but this is not God-pleasing suffering. It is simply suffering because you chose 

to sin and invited such affliction on yourself. 

 

I suppose we should mention that I have run into some Christians who believe that, unless they are 

always being rejected and scorned for their faith, they are not acting "in your face" enough as a 

Christian; too often, though, they are not being rejected for being Christians. They are being rejected 

for being obnoxious. Consider the employee who insists on taking an extra half-hour during work for 

Bible study, and so is fired from his job. Consider the student who refuses to answer any question on 

a test that deals with evolution, and fails the course. These have not suffered for the sake of Christ: 

the first suffered because he wasn't working, and the second failed because he didn't finish the test. 

 

Dear friends, this text does not tell you to seek out suffering. Simply go about the callings that God 

has given you. Trust in the Lord; and, by His grace, stand up for what is right and defend the truth. 

Even as you do so, as you mind your own business, you will suffer enough. 

 

Yes, you know better: while suffering will come in this life, it is neither your way of earning 

salvation or proof of God's lack of love. Suffering is simply what happens in this sinful world. It 

happens to everyone, believer or not. So if we must suffer, let us do so for the sake of Jesus, our 

Savior. 

 

For this is your salvation: for your sin in which you were born, you faced only the prospect of 

suffering God's eternal wrath and judgment. But so that you might be saved, Jesus Christ took on 

flesh and blood just like you, to go to the cross and die for your sins. He suffered rejection by the 

world, as man had him arrested, beaten and crucified. But even more, He suffered God's rejection on 

the cross, as His Father condemned Him for all the sins of all the world-for all of your sins, too. Now 

He is risen from the dead, risen to give you forgiveness and life. For all the times that you sin and 

thus deserve God's fiery trial, Jesus declares that He has suffered and died to deliver you. For all the 

times that you resent suffering, He declares that He has died for that, too. 

 

And how do you partake in His sufferings? He shares them with you in His means of grace. He 

declares, "I've gone to the cross, been stricken, smitten and afflicted for your sin. Now, with 

forgiveness, I give you the credit for My suffering so that you will not be damned for your sin." 

That's what it means to share in His sufferings-it means to gladly receive forgiveness, because there 

Jesus shares His sufferings with you. 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, do not consider it strange. You will face troubles and setbacks in 

your vocations and callings in this life, whether that vocation be "mother" or any other: let this not 

persuade you that God has abandoned you, for He has given His only Son on the cross to redeem 

you from sin. Furthermore, do not think it strange that you suffer for being a Christian in this world: 
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for if you are delivered from eternal suffering, the devil, the world and your own sinful flesh will do 

their best to torment you while they still have time. No, do not think it strange, and remember the 

words of St. Paul: For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us (Ro. 8:18). That glory is yours for the sake of 

Jesus, who suffered, died and rose again for you. No, even as you are given to suffer, you do not 

suffer without the hope of God's favor and everlasting life: because you are forgiven for all of your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


